
Despite holding oversized cultural and historical importance as the United States’ de facto national 
sport, “baseball” is surprisingly absent among the list of official “state sports” in the 17 states that 
have legislatively declared one – only being adopted by New York in 2021. To put it into perspective, 
more states (South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming) have “rodeo” as their official state sport than the 
colossi of the baseball diamond, football gridiron, or basketball court combined.

The sports officially recognized by state legislatures vary widely from the obscure “pack burro racing” 
(Colorado) to the anachronistic “jousting” (Maryland) and the trendy “pickleball” (Washington) to 
competitions linked to the country’s Native peoples such as “dog mushing” (Alaska), “lacrosse” 
(also Maryland), or “outrigger canoe paddling” – also known as “Heihei wa’a” (Hawaii).

In the CSG South region, only three states have officially designated one sport above all others 
as the official competitive representation of the state. Despite many sports to choose from in its 
quiver, Missouri adopted “archery” as its official sport via House Bill 1738 (2022). North Carolina 
raced ahead of the Show-Me State as it embraced “stock car racing” as its official sport more than 
a decade earlier in 2011 (Senate Bill 322). However, Texas was the first Southern state to grab the 
proverbial bull-by-the-horns and designate an official sport (rodeo) back in 1997 by way of House 
Concurrent Resolution 21.

Beers, Brats, and Baseball: Everyone knows America’s 
national pastime, but what about their state’s?
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https://www.sos.mo.gov/symbol/sport
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2011-2012/SL2011-187.html
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/symbols.html
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/symbols.html
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https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#44.09.085
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1782
www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2008a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/EAC14A3D6B41F42387257387007660B6?Open&file=HJR1008_enr.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11RA6Xiuf8gI0xIaxgbkm0B0eNu9ZZRNA/view
https://web.archive.org/web/20160823211236/http:/www.legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS147.NSF/vwLegislation/HB+235
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH1986/SLH1986_Act219.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH1998/SLH1998_Act174.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000651/html/am651--474.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000651/html/am651--474.html
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Search/Legislation?target=/2004rs/billfile/sb0428.htm
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Search/Legislation?target=/2004rs/billfile/sb0428.htm
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2006/Chapter215
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/S1627
https://web.archive.org/web/20150906010504/https:/www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=78&year=2009&type=0
https://www.sos.mo.gov/symbol/sport
https://www.sos.mo.gov/symbol/sport
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/1998/SB0412.html
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S05363&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2011-2012/SL2011-187.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2011-2012/SL2011-187.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiKmqq9jr7_AhXdkWoFHViiDbUQFnoECAwQAQ&url=https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/documents/23-0757-01000.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0VkXklM4Gzeb3_HlQBp8v3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/17667
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/symbols.html
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=5615&year=2022
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2003/HB0271


Honorable Mentions

Florida Senate Bill 266 (2012) would have designated the state’s official sport “automobile 
racing.” Despite being in pole position as the originator of what would become NASCAR, 
most famously racing the oval on Daytona Beach in 1948, the Tarheels lapped the Sunshine 
State as the official racing state.

Arkansas House Concurrent Resolution 1012 (2023), signed into law, named May as “Bike 
Month” and noted that – as the state had yet to adopt an official sport – this measure is the 
first step in the process of designating “cycling” as the official sport of Arkansas. When it 
finally pedals past the finish line, the Natural State will join Delaware as the second state to 
cement bicycling as a state symbol.

Figure 1. The United States of Sports
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https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/266
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?ddBienniumSession=2023/2023R&measureno=HCR1012



