
The Arts and Kentucky: 
Catalyst for Economic Growth



The 
Kentucky 
Creative 
Industry



What is the Creative Industry?

The Kentucky 
creative industry 

includes all 
individuals and 

companies whose 
products and 

services originate 
in artistic, cultural, 
creative, authentic 

and/or aesthetic 
content.

Kentucky sculptor 
Julie Warren 
Conn, below, 
and her finished 
work, left.



Creative Industry Employment

The Kentucky creative industry collectively 
employs 108,498 people.

• Total of 60,504 direct jobs
• Additional 11,708 direct creative jobs in 

non-creative enterprises
• Total of 36,286 indirect jobs





Creative Industry Earnings

• Creative industry 
represents 2.5 
percent of Kentucky’s 
employment.

• Creative industry 
accounts for earnings 
of $1.9 billion.

• Average wage of a 
creative worker is 
$34,299.



Hitting the ground running



Business Skills Development



Partnerships in action



For more information:
artscouncil.ky.gov


