
Table 4: Airport Operating and Financial Summary for Commercial Service Airports 2018
($ Millions)

Category
30 31 72 388 521

Large Hub Medium Hub Small Hub Nonhub Total
Aeronautical Operating Revenue

Aeronautical Operating Revenue
Landing Fees $3,216 $631 $315 $115 $4,277 
Terminal Rents $4,561 $708 $331 $107 $5,707 
Cargo and Hangar Rentals $508 $85 $89 $84 $766 
Fixed-Base Operator Revenue $131 $51 $51 $65 $298 
Apron Charges/Tie Downs $110 $63 $30 $9 $212 
Fuel Sales and Taxes $203 $50 $46 $120 $419 
Other Aeronautical Fees $735 $77 $62 $84 $958 
Total Aeronautical Operating Revenue $9,464 $1,665 $924 $584 $12,637 

Nonaeronautical Operating Revenue
Parking and Rental Car $3,944 $1,343 $869 $257 $6,413 
Concessions 1,357 226 105 14 $1,702 
Terminal Rents 395 60 39 11 $505 
Land Rental and Nonterminal 410 106 113 148 $777 
Other Nonaeronautical Fees 957 135 133 59 $1,284 
Total Nonaeronautical Operating Revenue $7,063 $1,870 $1,259 $489 $10,681 

Nonoperating Revenue (Expenses) and Capital
Passenger Facility Charges $2,527 $572 $280 $89 $3,468 
Grant Receipts 539 306 544 856 $2,245 
Interest 394 79 38 13 $524 
Other 825 183 203 280 $1,491 
Total Nonoperating Revenue $4,285 $1,140 $1,065 $1,238 $7,728 

TOTAL REVENUE $20,812 $4,675 $3,248 $2,311 $31,046 
Operating Expenses

Personnel Compensation and Benefits $3,885 $865 $704 $455 $5,909 
Contractual Services 3,548 791 364 223 $4,926 
Communications and Utilities 710 178 128 80 $1,096 
Supplies and Materials 389 125 111 88 $713 
Insurance, Claims, and Settlements 135 35 29 25 $224 
Other 1152 245 178 145 $1,720 
Total Operating Expenses $9,819 $2,239 $1,514 $1,016 $14,588 

Nonoperating Expenses
Interest Expense $2,809 $438 $185 $64 $3,496 
Other 0 0 0 0 $0
Total Nonoperating Expenses $2,809 $438 $185 $64 $3,496 

TOTAL EXPENSES $12,628 $2,677 $1,699 $1,080 $18,084 
Depreciation $4,724 $1,111 $955 $656 $7,446 
NET INCOME $3,460 $887 $594 $575 $5,516 

Other Information 
Capital Expenditures $10,384 $2,008 $1,146 $1,182 $14,720 
Bond Proceeds 13,369 329 334 93 $14,125 
Sale of Property, Contributed Capital, Other 316 3 5 14 $338 
Reporting Year Debt Payments 8,397 1,642 701 212 $10,952 
Indebtedness at End of Year $82,159 $11,612 $4,140 $1,506 $99,417 

Nonhub Note: Included in the Nonhub column are nonhub primary and nonprimary commercial service airports 
along with approximately 77 State of Alaska airports, which are consolidated into one reporting entity.
Note: Information from CATS as of February 2020.

Answer
Airport revenue is divided into three 
categories: aeronautical operating 
revenue, non-aeronautical revenue, and 
non-operating revenue. Aeronautical 
operating revenue is directly related to air 
services like landing fees, terminal rents, 
fuel sales, etc. Non-aeronautical revenue 
includes airport concessions (everything 
from the Waffle House to the Brooks 
Brothers inside the airports), terminal rents 
(airline offices/ticketing at the terminals), 
and parking. Finally, non-operating 
revenue is revenue from any investments 
the airport may have, grants, and the 
passenger facility charge that airports 
impose on each airline based on the 
number of passengers a flight contains.

The largest sources of revenue for airports 
are landing fees, terminal rents, parking, 
and the passenger facility charge. These 
revenue streams vary by the airport's size 
but are consistently the most significant 
individual revenue streams. One revenue 
source worth watching is the passenger 
facility charge. This fee is currently $4.50 
per passenger per flight segment, with a 
maximum of two charges applied to any 
one-way trip, or four applied to a round 
trip ticket. Smaller sources of revenue 
include charges for hanger spaces, fuel 
sales, and other aeronautical and 
non-aeronautical fees.
 
For a complete picture, see the Federal 
Aviation Administration's most recent 
National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 
chart.  
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JANUARY 2022 Question of the Month
At some point in your traveling life, you've probably asked 
yourself, "How do airports make money, anyway?" We have 
an answer, and it's likely a lot more than you thought.
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