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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THE COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS SOUTHERN OFFICE (CSG SOUTH) ANNOUNCES COLLABORATION WITH CASEY 
FAMILY PROGRAMS TO DEVELOP STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING CHILD AND FAMILY WELL-BEING IN FIVE SOUTHERN 

STATES

Atlanta, Georgia - MARCH 22, 2024 - CSG South has partnered with Casey Family Programs to work with five Southern states to 
delve deeper into identifying child welfare system approaches that can better serve children and families. This partnership will 
provide increased knowledge, collaboration, and resources to the participant states and will provide a template for additional work 
throughout the South. 

The five states selected for this initial project are Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and West Virginia. In the next 
year, CSG South, with support from Casey Family Programs, will conduct focus groups and learning opportunities with stakeholders 
working to improve outcomes for children and families involved in or at risk of being involved with child protective services, 
including legislators and child welfare professionals. 

As part of the project, CSG South will hold webinars to provide training and technical assistance on relevant topics identified in the 
focus groups and develop products to help inform the rest of the field. 

“It is always our goal to do what we can to help children and families thrive,” said David Sanders, Casey Family Programs’ Executive 
Vice President for Systems Improvement. “We are grateful for the commitment and partnership of CSG South in seeking innovative 
practices and policies that can safely reduce the need for foster care, strengthen families, and ultimately help these five states better 
serve their communities.”

“CSG South is excited to partner with Casey Family Programs, one of the most respected and well-known child welfare foundations in 
the country, to examine the current foster care system in five Southern states. While this is not a problem unique to the South, this 
collaboration will place the South as leaders in addressing this issue,” said Lindsey Gray, CSG South Director. 

About Casey Family Programs 
Casey Family Programs is the nation’s largest operating foundation focused on safely reducing the need for foster care in the United 
States. Our mission is to provide and improve — and ultimately prevent the need for — foster care. Founded in 1966, Casey Family 
Programs works in all 50 states, Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and with tribal nations across North America to 
influence long-lasting improvements to the well-being of children, families and the communities where they live. We are committed 
to Building Communities of Hope, a nationwide effort to prevent the need for foster care by supporting families in raising safe, happy 
and healthy children.

About CSG South
Established In 1947, The Council of State Governments Southern Office (CSG South) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that 
exists to support members in all three branches of state government. At CSG South we act as an extension of state government, 
fostering the exchange of insights and ideas to help state officials and staff shape public policy and create problem-solving 
partnerships. 

The mission of CSG South is to promote and strengthen intergovernmental cooperation among its 15 member states: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. Predominantly, this is achieved through the ongoing work of CSG South’s seven standing committees 
and supporting groups. 

Legislative leadership, members, and staff depend on CSG South to identify and analyze solutions for the most prevalent and unique 
policy issues facing Southern state governments. We facilitate outreach in state capitols, leadership development, staff exchange 
programs, domestic and international policy delegations, and other efforts to support state policymakers and legislative staff in their 
work to build stronger, more successful states. 

The Southern Legislative Conference (SLC) is the largest regional gathering of legislative members and staff. SLC boasts an array 
of well-established programs—focusing on both existing and emerging state government innovations and solutions—providing 
policymakers and staff diverse opportunities to interact with experts and share their knowledge with colleagues.
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