
CSG SOUTH Question of the Month | July 2025 | Page 1

J u l y  2 0 2 5

Question of the Month
QofM

Which Southern States Require Country-of-Origin  
Labels for Restaurant Seafood?  

The Acadiana region of Louisiana is known for many 

things – George Rodrigue’s Blue Dog, the up-tempo 

rhythms of zydeco music, and former LSU Coach O’s 

gravelly accent – but nothing compares to its food. The 

region is lauded for its many dishes, including seafood 

staples like shrimp creole, crawfish étouffée, cajun fried 

oysters, blackened catfish, and the ever-crowd-pleasing 

crawfish boil. These culinary delights trace their roots to 

Creole and Cajun traditions that used what was available 

from the nearby waters.    

It was headline news then when 33 percent of surveyed 

restaurants in Lafayette, the largest city in the Acadiana 

region, were caught serving imported shrimp. Some of 

the restaurants even advertised the imported shrimp as 

local, genuine Gulf shrimp, which may put them at risk of 

violating Louisiana state law. Under the law, any shrimp or 

crawfish produced or farmed outside of the United States 

and sold in a Louisiana restaurant must label their menus 

with the phrase “some items served at this establishment 

may contain imported crawfish or shrimp.” 

https://www.klfy.com/local/lafayette-parish/study-33-of-shrimp-served-in-lafayette-restaurants-imported/
https://www.klfy.com/local/lafayette-parish/study-33-of-shrimp-served-in-lafayette-restaurants-imported/
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=1147535
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The law, which passed with no opposition and went 

into effect in 2019, aimed to address two issues. The 

first is the continued influx of imported seafood from 

countries like Chile, India, and Vietnam. The domestic 

shrimp industry, for example, has been hit particularly 

hard by imported products, according to the Louisiana 

Shrimp Association. The organization says that imports 

have “caused a significant loss of revenue for small 

family-owned fishing businesses and has caused unfair 

competition for domestic shrimp producers throughout 

the United States.” The seafood industry accounts for one 

out of every 70 jobs in Louisiana and had a $838 million 

impact on the Pelican State in 2022 (the last available year 

for comparative data).  

SOURCE: USDA

The second issue is health concerns. A 2020 study 

conducted by researchers at Louisiana State University 

(LSU) found that more than two-thirds of samples 

of imported shrimp purchased from establishments 

throughout the Baton Rouge area contained residues 

of veterinary drugs, which contained chemicals like 

nitrofurantoin, malachite green, oxytetracycline, and 

fluoroquinolone that can be harmful to humans.  

Louisiana is not the only state looking to support its 

seafood industry. Among the nine coastal Southern states, 

seafood is big business with an overall economic impact of 

$14.5 billion. Beyond this, a 2022 study from researchers at 

the University of Florida found that restaurant consumers 

across the U.S. strongly prefer entrées with transparent 

information like country-of-origin labels, as well as specific 

species information and sustainability ratings. 

https://legiscan.com/LA/votes/HB335/2019
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2024/may/u-s-seafood-imports-expand-as-domestic-aquaculture-industry-repositions-itself#:~:text=From%201995%20to%202023%2C%20U.S.%20imports%20of%20farm%2Draised%20and%20wild%2Dcaught%20fish%20and%20seafood%20have%20trended%20upward
https://louisianashrimp.org/CommerntsUnfairTrade2025.pdf
https://louisianashrimp.org/CommerntsUnfairTrade2025.pdf
https://www.louisianaseafood.com/industry#:~:text=One%20out%20of%20every%2070%20jobs%20in%20Louisiana%20is%20related%20to%20the%20seafood%20industry%2C%20which%20as%20a%20whole%20has%20an%20economic%20impact%20of%20over%20%242.4%20billion%20annually%20for%20Louisiana
https://www.louisianaseafood.com/industry#:~:text=One%20out%20of%20every%2070%20jobs%20in%20Louisiana%20is%20related%20to%20the%20seafood%20industry%2C%20which%20as%20a%20whole%20has%20an%20economic%20impact%20of%20over%20%242.4%20billion%20annually%20for%20Louisiana
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-11/FEUS-2022-SPO248B.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-11/FEUS-2022-SPO248B.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2024/may/u-s-seafood-imports-expand-as-domestic-aquaculture-industry-repositions-itself#:~:text=Download%20chart%20image
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352513420306190?via%3Dihub#abs0010
https://lailluminator.com/2024/05/16/lawmakers-pass-sweeping-changes-for-foreign-seafood-sold-at-louisiana-restaurants/#:~:text=A%202020%20LSU%20Agricultural%20Center%20study%20tested%20a%20variety%20of%20imported%20shrimp%20purchased%20from%20multiple%20locations%20in%20the%20Baton%20Rouge%20area%20and%20detected%20banned%20veterinary%20drugs%20in%20more%20than%20two%2Dthirds%20of%20the%20samples.%20Researchers%20noted%20the%20prohibited%20chemicals%20can%20have%20severe%20adverse%20effects%20on%20humans.%C2%A0
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-11/FEUS-2022-SPO248B.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919222000537
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2022 Economic Impact of the Seafood Industry in 

Coastal Southern States 

STATE ECONOMIC IMPACT  
(IN MILLIONS) (2022)

Alabama $196 

Florida $8,207

Georgia $1,275

Louisiana $838

Mississippi $165

North Carolina $377

South Carolina $78

Texas $2,049  

Virginia $1,339   

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce

It is no surprise, then, that other states in the region 

followed Louisiana’s lead and passed legislation requiring 

labels to inform diners of the source of their seafood. In 

Alabama, for example, restaurants must label fish or shrimp 

sold with the country of origin. If the seafood is caught or 

raised in the United States, the label may include the state, 

but it is not required. The label must be visible during the 

final point of sale; in the case of menus, it must appear 

using the same font and size as the offered item. The law 

went into effect in October 2024 after receiving full support 

from all voting members.  

Mississippi recently passed a similar law without any 

opposition, which went into effect in July 2025. It states 

that the country of origin must be listed for seafood items 

on the menu and printed in the same font style and size 

as the item. If the restaurant only sells shrimp from the 

United States, then the food service establishment may 

generally disclose this in a prominent location in lieu of 

disclosure on the menu.   

In Texas, legislation that focused solely on shrimp was 

recently passed (with only three votes against it) and 

goes into effect in September 2025. The bill states that “a 

restaurant shall not label or represent imported shrimp as 

‘Texas shrimp,’ ‘American shrimp,’ ‘domestic shrimp,’ or 

‘Gulf shrimp.’” This bill was an effort to support the state’s 

shrimping industry and came after a January 2025 study 

by SeaD Consulting found that more than half of the 44 

surveyed restaurants in the Houston area were serving 

imported shrimp despite advertising it as local.   

Similar bills have been introduced in the House chambers 

in Florida and South Carolina, but have not been voted 

out of committee. In 2025, HB 117, requiring Georgia 

restaurants that serve imported shrimp to label menus 

with either “Foreign Imported” or “Foreign Imported 

Shrimp,” passed the Georgia House with 165 of 172 

voting members in favor, but has not yet moved forward 

in the Senate.    

With the above exceptions, country-of-origin labeling (also 

known as “COOL”) does not generally apply to restaurants. 

Under federal law, restaurants are exempt from country-

of-origin seafood labels, though larger-scale commercial 

sales are required to do so. Therefore, in coastal Southern 

states that haven’t passed labeling laws, a seafood 

restaurant – even one along the water – could be selling 

imported seafood and not locally caught fish. For example, 

a May 2025 SeaD Consulting study of shrimp sold at 

44 different restaurants in Charleston, South Carolina, 

found that 90 percent of the establishments were selling 

imported shrimp and not local, Lowcountry shrimp, as they 

had led customers to believe.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-11/FEUS-2022-SPO248B.pdf
https://arc-sos.state.al.us/ucp/L1543904.AI1.pdf
https://arc-sos.state.al.us/ucp/L1543904.AI1.pdf
https://legiscan.com/AL/votes/HB66/2024
https://legiscan.com/MS/votes/HB602/2025
https://legiscan.com/MS/votes/HB602/2025
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/SB00823F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://legiscan.com/TX/votes/SB823/2025
https://www.galvnews.com/news/shrimp-labeling-transparency-bill-headed-to-gov-abbotts-desk/article_8a53d25b-be26-5f8b-a26e-365c5c193df1.html#:~:text=%E2%80%9CGulf%20shrimp%20is,sold%20in%20Texas.%E2%80%9D
https://www.galvnews.com/news/shrimp-labeling-transparency-bill-headed-to-gov-abbotts-desk/article_8a53d25b-be26-5f8b-a26e-365c5c193df1.html#:~:text=%E2%80%9CGulf%20shrimp%20is,sold%20in%20Texas.%E2%80%9D
https://www.galvnews.com/news/most-local-eateries-promising-gulf-shrimp-dont-sell-it-report-finds/article_5aa5d2a0-a95d-5491-a001-95be07a239d3.html
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/1147
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4248&session=126&summary=B
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/69470
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-60/subpart-A/subject-group-ECFR751ed8f99673766/section-60.200
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1leyxWPcnkplG7GfgB17N0bXJDm7WUnCl/view
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However, states without country-of-origin label laws 

may still have regulations against mislabeling seafood. 

Florida’s Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services, for example, makes it clear that mislabeling 

seafood’s country of origin is illegal. In these cases, it 

may be legal for a restaurant to forego mentioning where 

its seafood comes from, so long as they don’t advertise 

imported seafood as local.  

In states that have either enacted seafood labeling laws 

or seek to have regulations against mislabeling seafood, 

the penalties for violations vary. In Texas, the decision is 

left up to the state’s Department of State Health Services. 

In Alabama, the maximum penalty for a restaurant is 

$1,000, and that only occurs after four prior offenses 

(with fines ranging from $100 to $500). Mississippi allows 

for a maximum penalty of $10,000. Louisiana’s fines 

initially ranged from $1,000 to $2,000 after two previous 

offenses, but legislation in 2024 raised the fines to 

$50,000 after two previous offenses.  

As more coastal Southern states look to support their 

seafood industries in the wake of increasing imports, 

more laws may be passed requiring labels on imported 

seafood served in restaurants. In addition, seafood 

labeling laws may prevent the spread of unwanted 

contaminants found in some imported products. Beyond 

this, these laws may bolster diners’ – both locals and 

tourists alike – confidence that the dishes they select 

come from nearby waters or from far-off seas. 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Mislabeling-Seafood-Products-Is-Illegal#:~:text=Mislabeling%20seafood%20products%20is%20against%20the%20law.
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Mislabeling-Seafood-Products-Is-Illegal#:~:text=Mislabeling%20seafood%20products%20is%20against%20the%20law.
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/SB00823F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://arc-sos.state.al.us/ucp/L1543904.AI1.pdf
https://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2025/pdf/HB/0600-0699/HB0602SG.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1379419

